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STAFF REPORT 
 

 

REPORT FOR:   President White & Trustees 

 

REPORT PREPARER:  Jennifer Higgins, Director of Planning & Development 

    Valerie Parker, Administrative Specialist, Planning & Development 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation from the Planning & Development Department to 

approve Resolution VW-14-01, A Resolution Approving Village Staff 

Refuse/Recycling Policy Statement. 

 

STAFF'S COMMENT:  This action item is being presented to the Village Board to consider 

the Planning & Development’s Department’s recommendation that 

the following motion be acknowledged: “The Village Board 

approves Resolution VW-14-01, A Resolution Approving Village 

Staff Refuse/Recycling Policy Statement.” 

 

ACTION ITEM: __  Ordinance _X_ Resolution __  Motion  __ File 

 

DATE OF REPORT:  Mon, February 10, 2014  

 

DATE OF MEETING:  Mon, February 17, 2014

 
 

FISCAL SUMMARY: 
 

Budget Line Item:  

Budget Line Item:  

Budgeted Expenditure:  

Budgeted Revenue:  
 

 

STATUTORY REFERENCE: 
 

Wisconsin Statue: Chapter 287 

Administrative Code:  

Municipal Code: Chapter 66 

Judicial Ruling:  

  

Policy Question / Issue:  
Should the Village Board support a Refuse and Recycling Policy statement to guide staff when 

working with property owners on the new Single-Stream Recycling Program? 

 

Background:  
On July 1, 2013, the Board of Trustees approved several recommendations proposed by the Refuse 

and Recycling Task Force Committee.  One of the recommendations was to implement a single-

stream recycling program for all single-family up to four-unit residences (on one tax parcel), who 

are covered under the Village’s Refuse and Recycling Contract currently with Advanced Disposal.  

Through this program, all residential units covered under the Village’s contract were issued a 95-

gallon recycling cart. 

 

Since the implementation of this program, Parker has been contacted by some property owners of 
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three and four-unit apartments, who informed her they only have single tenants within their units, 

and questioned if their tenants could instead share carts versus having their own individual carts. 

 

Parker has also been contacted by a number of property owners of three and four-unit apartments.  

These property owners had brought it to Parker’s attention they utilize dumpsters for their residents 

to dispose of their refuse and recycling.  These property owners questioned if they could instead 

use dumpsters for refuse and recycling, through Advanced Disposal, versus the 95-gallon carts, as 

their tenants are accustomed to simply disposing their refuse and recycling within those dumpsters, 

and feel it would be too hard to require their tenants to utilize carts, and to be responsible for 

placing carts at the curbside for collection. 

 

Some of the property owners of three and four-unit apartments have also requested, if they can 

simply use dumpsters (through a contract with the Village’s current contracted hauler), if they 

could obtain some type of credit on the special assessment fee charged on their annual real estate 

property tax bill, since they also have to pay Advanced Disposal a special fee for the drive-up 

service. 

 

Parker has also been contacted by a small handful of single-family and duplex residences, who 

requested to not be required to have a single-stream recycling cart on their property.  It was 

explained to them per State Statutes (Chapter 287) and Village Ordinances (Section 66) they are 

required to have a means of disposing of both their refuse and recycling, and an exception would 

not be made in these cases. 

 

Recommendation following Staff Review:  
Upon a staff meeting held on January 22, 2014, to discuss the questions coming from property 

owners, regarding their single-stream recycling cart(s), Parker was directed to put together a Policy 

Statement, in the form of a Resolution, for the Board of Trustees to review and act on, spelling out 

the different situations and options to be offered to property. 

 

The options are as follows: 

 

All single-family and duplex units (covered under the Village’s service contract, and on one tax 

parcel) should continue to be required to accept and utilize a 95-gallon single-stream recycling cart 

for each individual unit. 

 

Planning & Development Department requests the ability to work with, on a case-by-case basis, 

three and four-unit residences (covered under the Village of Weston’s service contract) on options 

of lesser quantity carts per residential unit (however, continuing to pay the per unit service fee on 

their annual real estate property tax bill). 

 

Planning & Development Department requests the ability to work with, on a case-by-case basis, 

three and four-unit residences (covered under the Village of Weston’s service contract) on options 

of these properties utilizing refuse and recycling dumpsters for their tenants to share, providing a 

proof of contract is submitted to Village staff, and the owner of said property constructs a 3-sided 

enclosure, with a fourth gated side, per zoning code, to house the refuse and recycling dumpsters 

within. 

 

Planning & Development Department requests if a property owner of a three-unit or four-unit 

apartment provides staff with a signed contract by January 1st of the coming year, in November of 

that contract year, the property owner would then be eligible for a reimbursement by the Village, 

of a portion of the special service fee charged on their real estate property tax bill. 
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Policy Alternatives: 

1) Denial. 

2) Referral back to staff with direction.  

 

Future Deliverables:  
1) FAQ sheet available to the public explaining this Policy, and how it came about. 

2) Letter to owners of all three and four-unit residential properties (under the Village’s service 

contract) explaining these options. 

 

Additional Items: 

1) Resolution VW-14-01 A Resolution Approving Village Staff Refuse/Recycling Policy Statement 






